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Ongoing New England Region Workshops,  

Webinars & Trainings  
Our Whole Lives (OWL) Facilitator Trainings in 2020  

January 24-26, 2020, Grade Levels 7-9 and 10-12 

February 21-23, 2020, Grade Levels 7-9 and 10-12 

March 13-15, 2020, Grade Levels 7-9 and 10-12 

April 24-26,2020,  Grade Levels 7-9 and 10-12 

https://www.uua.org/new-england/workshops-webinars 

Community Power: What Could Community Choice 
Aggregation Look Like in our Region?  

January 6, 2020 at 6:00 PM 

Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  

Read more... 

Interested in Learning about  

Membership in Starr King UU? 

Click here to learn more about our  

Starting Point session on February 8  

Read more about our reimagining 

Change in Fellowship’s Endowment Investments 

Read More... 

 Before the Flood 

Sunday, January 12, 6:30 PM at the Flying Monkey 

Sponsored by The Pemi Climate Emergency Coalition (PCEC)  

Read More... 

https://uua.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d862db80e97ff15bb1c0a6464&id=60d9509b69&e=d6ea956ad7
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https://www.uua.org/new-england/workshops-webinars
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Office Hours 

The Reverend Dr. Linda Barnes is in her office  

Tuesday and Wednesday,  

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM,  

 Thursday 10:00 AM. to 3:00 PM  

or by appointment, 536-8908. 

 

Fellowship Office is open  

Monday through Friday 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 536-8908 

Minister’s Newsletter 

 

Wisdom is knowing the right path to take. Integrity is taking it. 

~ M.H. McKee 

 

Happy New Year, happy 2020! It feels like a milestone of sorts, being twen-

ty years into this century. Does this have you looking ahead and wondering 

just what will be next? Integrity is our Soul Matters theme for January. To 

me, the theme feels right for these times. How we agree to be with one an-

other and in relation with the world matters. In short, our integrity matters. 

 

Our Fellowship community is currently reimagining its mission and vision. 

Wisdom, integrity, compassion, and commitment contribute to the success 

of this endeavor. In the last two months many of you have joined in the pro-

cess.  More than 60 people - adults, youth and children, engaged with our 

mission/vision team in information gathering sessions. Altogether, the com-

ments solicited from those meetings generated 15 single-spaced pages of 

comments that tell us who we are, what we value, and why we matter. 

These comments helped the mission/vision team develop a draft of a mis-

sion statement. From this, we can create our vision.  A vision is what it 

looks like to fulfill our mission. At its heart, our vision is our vow with the 

universe. On Sunday, January 5
th
 we’ll reveal the draft mission statement 

and offer insight into our findings.  

 

I hope you’ll join us for an hour-long activity after the service on Sunday, 

January 5
th
 for a community exercise in visioning. There will be sandwiches 

and childcare. Our goal is to determine how we envision the Fellowship for 

the next 5 or so years. What is it that we would like to be known for? How is 

it we would like the world to be changed because we exist? What is it we 

would like to put our hearts and minds to? I am curious and excited for us to 

embark on this last phase of this process. When we’re done we’ll have a 

mission and vision that we can use to help make decisions about the direc-

tion we’d like to go in and to determine our priorities. By doing this together, 

our Fellowship will be able to have the wisdom to choose the path that is 

best for us and have the integrity to take that path. 

 

Speaking of a community that has the integrity to put its values into action, I 

am so very pleased to report that we have our mini-splits! These are heat 

pumps that will keep the upstairs portion of building warm with efficient 

heat. More than likely, you will hardly notice them. They are quiet and gen-

tle in their output. Thank you to all of you who made this happen. 

   

May our New Year be bright and hopeful. I am so pleased to be the minister 

of a fellowship that reminds me, again and again, of that all that is good in 

the world.  

 

In Faith and Love,  

Rev. Linda 

 



 

Sunday Morning Services  9:30 AM  

January 5 A People of Integrity and Love   Rev. Linda Barnes 

Join us as we explore those qualities of integrity and love that allow us to 

become the people we want to be. How might we together, especially in 

unsettling times, make the world a place of greater justice, peace, and love? 

 

January 12  Each of Us Has a Name    Rev. Linda Barnes 

We are all part of a longer human story. This story from our birth, imposes 

expectations and identities that we may or may not have chosen. In this 

service we’ll explore Poet Zelda’s poem, Each of Us Has a Name, to help us 

to understand ourselves as wonderfully integrated and whole.   

 

January 19  A Journey of Curiosity and Awe (or how to Mix Science 

and Religion)            Rev. Linda Barnes & Rev. Emily Burr 

Join us for a service that explores the connection between religion and 

science in a conversation between two women who are both scientists and 

ministers. Before becoming a minister, Emily was a physicist and studied 

astronomy. At one time, Linda was a molecular biologist. What happened 

and why?! 

 

January 26    And Then There Was Light    

Rev. Bruce Taylor, Guest Minister 

Born in Paris and blinded at the age of seven, Jacques Lusseyran never lost 

his sense of vision. Guided by the vivid experience of an inner light, he drew 

upon prodigious gifts of empathy and emotional intelligence to make his way 

in a war-torn world. Today’s sermon traces the path and significance of an 

exemplary life. 

Rev. Bruce Taylor was ordained to ministry in 2009. He has served 

several congregations in Massachusetts. In his free time, Bruce likes 

to play the flute, do creative photography, and take long walks in the 

woods and mountains of New Hampshire. 
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Stewardship Newsletter Article for January 

I have the privilege of being on both the mission/vision task force and the 

Stewardship committee. From our vision sessions I learned that this Fellow-

ship makes a huge difference in people’s lives.   We find joy, community, 

and meaning here. We are proud of our role in the wider community and 

the world.. We would miss our identity, sense of purpose, and community if 

this, our spiritual home, disappeared.  From the Stewardship committee I 

have learned that people support this Fellowship financially because they 

appreciate all that the Fellowship brings to their lives and the lives of others. 

Their generosity comes from their dedication and commitment to this com-

munity, and the understanding that pledging is a part of their spiritual prac-

tice.   

This year as a part of our Stewardship campaign we are holding cottage 

meetings for people to gather in small groups in a relaxed atmosphere. This 

will be a chance for people enjoy each other’s company.  We will pass out 

our pledge packets at these meetings and answer any questions folks 

might have. Cottage meetings will be held at homes and the Fellowship 

from February 8 to March 8.  We will have a variety of dates and times to 

choose from.  Sign-ups will begin at the end of January.   

This year’s Stewardship campaign will celebrate both the 40
th
 anniversary 

of Starr King and our vision for our future.  On March 15,  at the end of our 

pledge campaign, we will celebrate our efforts to reach our financial goal 

with a commitment Sunday.  An interactive art installation that we produce 

that day will honor our past and celebrate our vision for the future.     

Mary Hazelton 



Letter from the President 

Today you are You, that’s truer than true.   
There’s no one alive that is Youer than You.   

Dr. Seuss 
 

Happy New Year and welcome to a new decade!  This year, the Board made 
a commitment to Climate Justice.  Since our Annual Meeting in May, we have 
been working toward helping to make Starr King more energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly.  We formed the Green Energy Task Force (GETF), 
led by our energy guru, Ted Vansant.  Guided  by their research and recom-
mendations, and “fueled” by the generosity of our members, we now have 
mini-split heat pumps installed and running in the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, 
and the Foyer!  They will keep the heat at a steady 60 degrees and will be 
augmented by our aging boilers to bring the temperature up to a comfortable 
level.   
 
Our next goal is to install a solar array on our property that will handle our 
energy needs.  Part of Ted’s recent information session, is posted on the 
Green Energy Bulletin Board in the Foyer.  If you have questions, please ad-
dress them to Ted or a member of the Board or the GETF.  After careful 
consideration, based on information and research from Ted and the GETF, 
the Board is recommending that we enter into a Power Purchase Agreement 
with Barrington Power.  After five years, Starr King will have the opportunity 
to buy the system at fair market value (usually 50% less).  We have sent the 
agreement to an attorney for review.   
 
Once we are satisfied with the contract, we will call a Special Meeting to ask 
for the approval of our membership to proceed.  If approved, we will be look-
ing for investors.  This is an opportunity to participate financially in this pro-
ject.  We plan to have information sessions for potential investors. 
 
While our Board speaks and acts as one, each member brings a unique set 
of experiences and perspectives to the table.  Our meetings are rich with di-
versity, honesty, and openness.  We learn much from each other, while re-
maining true to our individual values.  We are able to pull it together in order 
to act for what we believe is the “good of all” in our Fellowship.  It is an honor 
to be part of this Board.   
 
From our Soul Matters packet on Integrity -  

Be yourself, everyone else is already taken.    
 -Oscar Wilde. 

 
Let’s be the change we want to see in the world!  
Deedie 
 
 

Starr King Board Meeting Notes - 12/17/19 
 
 Expressed appreciation for meeting by Zoom on a snowy evening. 

 
 Reported on Children’s Learning Center. 

 
 Reported on installation of mini-split heat pumps.  

 
 Voted to proceed with plans for Solar Array Project using Power Pur-

chase Agreement (PPA) with Barrington Power. 
 

 Voted to hire an attorney to review PPA. 
 

 Gave officers (in counsel with minister) authority to schedule and call 
Special Meeting of Membership (once PPA is reviewed) in order to vote 
on entering into PPA with Barrington.   
 

 Discussed plans for Starr King’s 40th Birthday Celebration on March 15.   
 

 Acknowledged work of volunteers 
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From your Community Minister 

Social Justice Opportunities in January: 

Tuesday, January 7 and 21 – The first and third Tuesday of 

every month (for over a year) there is a vigil and “Jericho 

Walk” at the ICE offices in Manchester at the Norris Cotton Building at 9:00 

AM.  This is to show support for the immigrants who have to check in every 

month or so.  Each time they risk being told they are to be deported.  I usu-

ally attend on the first Tuesday.  If you are able to come either day, please 

let me know – we can plan to meet and go together. 

 

Climate: Join us on Saturday, January 11 at 10:00 AM at UU Concord for 

the NH UU Climate Action Team. We will learn about the current state of the 

climate justice movement in New Hampshire from organizations that are 

doing the hard work. Then we will discuss what we, as people of faith, can 

bring to this movement.   I will be attending this and would love to have oth-

ers from the Fellowship join me. 

There is no cost if you plan to go, but it would be helpful to know numbers to 

expect.  The URL below will take you to a site to let them know you hope to 

be there. 

https://uuanh.salsalabs.org/NHUUClimateActionTeamJanuaryMeeting/

index.html?page=register 

 

Sunday, January 12 – A watch party at the Fellowship for this event.   

The Unitarian Universalist Association is partnering with state-wide groups 

like UU Action NH, to make sure that during 2020, we join together to fight 

for democracy. Our UUA president, Rev. Susan Frederick Gray, will explain 

more about this project on Sunday, January 12 at 4:00 PM. We encourage 

you all to register for this event and to watch it with your congregation!  

Check out the website below to learn more about UU the Vote in 2020. 

Are you ready to UU the Vote in 2020?  

Namaste, 

Emily 
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Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

101 Fairgrounds Road 

PO Box 337 

Plymouth, New Hampshire 03264 

 

admin@starrkingfellowship.org  

(603) 536-8908          

www.starrkingfellowship.org  

 

The Rev. Dr. Linda Barnes, Minister             

Sarah Dan Jones, Music Director  

Office Administrator:  Lisa  Olech 

admin@starrkingfellowship.org  

 Governing Board 
 

Pres.:  Deedie Kriebel  

Vice Pres.: Mary Crowell  

Treasurer: Janet Englund  

Secretary:  Sally Gove  

Trustees:    

 Ed Van Dorn 

 Judi Hall 

 Mike Randall 

 Diana Pamplin 

 Cindy Spring 

Soundbites 

Happy New Decade! 

As we enter the new year, I am grateful for those who worshiped with us dur-
ing the holidays - beautiful celebrations of light and birth.   I am especially 
blessed to make music with the Starr King Singers, and appreciate the week-
ly commitment these  musicians make to lead us in song.  A good exclama-
tion point on the December theme of “Awe.” 

I have been thinking then toward the January theme of “Integrity.”  Our hymn 
of the month is number 300 in Singing the Living Tradition, With Heart and 
Mind, by Unitarian Universalist composer Alicia S. Carpenter.  This set-
ting of Johann Hermann Schein's 16th century hymn, which was harmonized 
a hundred years later by J.S. Bach calls us to work for justice with commit-
ment and integrity.  January also is the month of  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s 
birthday, and the music will reflect a life of integrity for social justice. 

January also brings the quarterly face to face meeting of the UUA Board, 
where we have two central tasks (out of many). The first is to support our 
nomination of Rev. Meg Riley and Charles DuMont as the next Co-
Moderators of the UUA in an election to be held at General Assembly 2020 in 
Providence, Rhode Island. The second is to form a Commission to study Arti-
cle II of our bylaws - that which states the principles and purposes of our As-
sociation - and charge that body with gathering feedback from congregations 
to ascertain whether or not these statements reflect the reality and direction 
of our faith movement. These are joyous and heavy lifts for the board, and 
the congregations.  

Toward that end, I am hopeful that many of you are planning on attending 
General Assembly (GA) in Providence, June 24-28, 2020.  You can register 
early this year, and there is a payment plan to help spread the cost.  There 
also is more affordable housing at RISD, and it is a short drive to Rhode Is-
land.  Of course, the honor of celebrating our Minister at the occasion of her 
entrance in Full Fellowship of the UUA is the paramount reason to attend! 
What a great way for me to end my four years of service as a Trustee of the 
UUA Board of Directors. I encourage you to visit uua.org and check out what 
will be happening this summer! 

Peace and love in 2020! 

Sarah Dan 

 

Schedule: 

Sundays: 
  January 5 - Sarah Dan and Choir 
  January 12 - Sarah Dan 
  January 19 - Sarah Dan and Choir 
  January 26 - Will Gunn (Sarah Dan at UUA Board) 
 

Thursdays: 
   We meet every Thursday in January (starting the 2nd), EXCEPT  for Janu-
ary 23. 
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Fundraising that costs you  
no additional money!  

   
The purchase of a Hannaford card to use for grocery shopping costs you 

no additional money but helps SKUUF raise funds.  SKUUF receives 5% of 

our total order in bonus cards and when we sell these we have a clear prof-

it.  In addition, purchase of Hannaford gift cards is always in good taste and 

you can use the SKUUF Hannaford program to purchase gift cards to give 

as thoughtful gifts.  Denominations can be $25, $50, $100, $250, or $500. 

See Lisa during office hours at SKUUF or  look for Betty Ann Trought / Lin-

da Haskins after services.  

Remember all checks are made out to SKUUF with Hannaford in memo 

line. 
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January Outreach Collection 

Wondering what you can do to make your home or business more energy 

efficient?  Thinking about installing solar panels? Interested in year-round 

fresh foods from local farmers? 

The Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative – PAREI – is a go-to non-

profit serving a wide area in central New Hampshire and partnering with 

many organizations to: 

Provide free technical assistance to small businesses and farmers in rural 

New Hampshire, helping them evaluate possibilities for using renewa-

ble energy 

Offer “NH Saves Button-Up Workshops” promoting ways homes can be-

come more energy efficient -  and providing details of programs offered 

by New Hampshire utilities 

Provide NH Solar Shares, which creates large solar arrays;  the electricity 

generated is used to offset energy costs for low income families.  

Check out the array beside Frosty Scoops at the Common Man Inn in 

Plymouth.   

  Provide assistance with solar PV installations 

Offer a year round, web-based program providing an opportunity for local 

consumers to purchase foods from area farmers, thus reducing the 

miles food travels from farm to table 

This remarkable organization was formed in 2004 by a small group of con-

cerned citizens; today it’s an organization of over 700 families and busi-

nesses,  from Sanbornton to Thornton and Warren to Meredith and Sand-

wich.  It has inspired many new groups throughout the state.   

Your donation to the late January collection will support a local organization 

that is making a most significant contribution to increasing our regional en-

ergy efficiency;  it is a gift to the future.   

Back to Home Page 

November Outreach collection 

Last month we collected $1346 for the Plymouth Area Community Clos-
et.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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Change in Fellowship’s Endowment Investments 

We are pleased to announce the completion of the transfer of about 

$250,000, or roughly 80%, of the total assets of the Fellowship’s Endow-

ment from Vanguard index funds to the Unitarian Universalist Common 

Endowment Fund.  After an extensive study it was determined that our 

Unitarian Universalist Association is well equipped to manage our Endow-

ment’s investments.     

 A significant portion of our Endowment’s assets will now be invested in 

accordance with Unitarian Universalist values.   

This means we will be reducing our investments in companies de-

riving their income from the manufacture and sale of tobacco and 

weapons, as well as companies facing severe social, environmen-

tal, or governance controversies.   Through our participation in the 

UU Common Endowment Fund we will also be invested in Unitarian 

Universalist efforts to advocate for the adoption of employment poli-

cies that protect workers from discrimination on the basis of gender 

identity and sexual orientation.  

With Climate Change a major focus for us, it is also noteworthy that 

the UU Common Endowment Fund has achieved the goal of divest-

ment from fossil fuel companies, as voted on by member congrega-

tions at the 2014 General Assembly. 

If you would like more details about this asset transfer, we encourage you 

to speak to either Janet Englund or Nancy Chaddock. 

Calendar Connections for Integrity 

 

  Interfaith: 

   Twelfth Night 1/5  (Christian) 

         Epiphany 1/6  (Christian) 

         World Religion Day 1/21  (Baha’i) 

         Chinese New Year 1/25-2/8  (Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist) 

 Unitarian Universalist:  

   Thirty Days of Love-Side with Love Campaign-1/15-2/14 

          Millard Fillmore, 13
th
 President of the US-birthday 1/7/1800 

          Joseph Tuckerman, minister in Chelsea MA, then Boston-birthday    

      1/18/1778 

 National & Cultural:  

   New Year’s Day 1/1 

     Emancipation Proclamation issued by President Abraham Lincoln 

1/1/1863 

     MLK,Jr. Day 1/21 

     Rowe vs. Wade Anniversary 1/22 

     International Holocaust Remembrance Day 1/27 

 Fun Time: 

          National Hug Day 1/21 

          I’m Not Going to Take it Anymore Day 1/7 

          Belly Laugh Day 1/24 



 

Online Member/Friend Directory 

Need to reach your Starr King Friends?  All members and active friends 

have access to our online directory. The link is on the Member menu item of 

the starrkingfellowship.org web page or you can simply go to the url 

skuuf.simplechurchcrm.com. Your username is your first name and last 

name separated with a period such as mickey.mouse.   If you have never 

logged in before, simply click on Forgot Password and one will be emailed 

to you.  If you like using your mobile device, you can download the app for 

Simple Church.  To setup, type in the domain name “skuuf”.  

Here’s what you can do there: 

Change your contact information 

Find contact information of SKUUF members 

See what groups you belong to (e.g. Soul Matters,  Smooth Sundays) 

Questions? Contact kmkelsey@gmail.com. 

Are you receiving UU World? 
One of the benefits of membership is receiving the quarterly UU World mag-
azine. If you are a member and not receiving this magazine it may be be-
cause we do not have your most recent address. Please email Kathy Kelsey 
at kmkelsey@gmail.com so she can check the UUA database.  

Back to Home Page 

Interested in Learning about  

Membership in Starr King UU?  

Our “Starting Point” session (formerly Pathway to Membership) will be 
held Saturday, February 8 from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and includes lunch. 
The session will be facilitated by Rev. Linda and various Fellowship mem-
bers. Whether you have come from another faith or UU tradition or are just 
curious about our roots, this is a great opportunity to share stories and 
meet others as you learn more about UUism and our Fellowship. This is an 
information gathering session with no obligation or expectation of becoming 
a member. A sign-up sheet is in the foyer or click here. Starting Point Sig-
nup.   

New Member Bio—Richard Odman 

I started out the son of fanatical fundamentalist missionaries in Haiti. Child-

hood memories include speaking creole, sleeping under mosquito netting, 

eating mangos, rapadou, papaya and sugarcane, jeep rides through rivers, 

playing marbles, flying kites and attending tabernacle services. We moved 

to Sacramento and then Philadelphia when I was ten years old. After gradu-

ating from college and seminary, I said a respectful “Goodbye” to Jesus and 

journeyed on to become a reticent son of the seemingly horrific, Hindu con-

sort: Kali. 

I turned from converting the “lost” to the farming of teenagers for thirty-five 
years at Northfield Mt Hermon School in Massachusetts. While Farm Man-
ager there, my lessons blurred the line between work and play, and encour-
aged usefulness, shunning uselessness. These lessons occurred in the 
context of apples, cider, raspberries, maple syrup, lavender, Jersey cows, 
Belgian draft horses and vegetables. I fathered two dear children: Heather 
and Matthew. Memories with them include crashing into the side of the barn 
and vole baiting in the orchard on Thanksgiving mornings.  

In January 2018, I came up to Star King UU from my home in Northfield, 
Massachusetts to attend Walt Mayshark’s memorial service. Walt’s grand-

children had attended NMH School and her daughter, Mary, was a friend 
and raw milk customer. It was at this service that I took notice of an attrac-
tive woman: Danni Simon. One month later, I returned to Starr King, hoping 
Danni just might be in attendance. She was, and now not only am I also in 
attendance, but we tend to each other. After forty-five years away from an 
institutional church, I am delighted to be a part of this inquisitive, embracing, 
socially active, fun-loving, spiritual community. 

https://www.starrkingfellowship.org/member-links
http://skuuf.simplechurchcrm.com
mailto:kmkelsey@gmail.com
mailto:kmkelsey@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A48ABAD28A6FB6-path1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A48ABAD28A6FB6-path1
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Play Bridge Thursday Afternoons  

If you are a bridge player interested in the Thursday afternoon 

bridge game at Starr King Fellowship, please see Anna Wilken. 

 

SCRABBLE   
Need something to keep your noodle going? 

Or do you just like words? 

Looking for game to help keep your mind sharp and broaden your vocabu-
lary? January 7 will see the return of Open Scrabble, downstairs confer-
ence room, each Tuesday from 2:30 to 5:00 PM or when last game ends.   

If you want routine reminders, please send an email address to ba-
trought@gmail.com.  This is a relaxed, open book method of playing and 
anyone is welcome.  

 

SKUUF Morning Men 

The Morning Men Meetings will be on Mondays, January 6 and 20 from 

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, upstairs at SKUUF.  All SKUUF men are wel-

come to join us for coffee, donuts and discussion. 

 

Wise Women for December 

Wise Women is a study group for older women which meets the second 
and fourth Wednesday each month (10:30 to noon) in the Sanctuary to dis-
cuss topics of interest to members.   

January 8 group facilitator will be Cindy Spring.  At this annual New Years 

meeting we will share reflecting on our past and anticipating our future. 

January 22 group facilitator will be Betty Ann Trought.  Guest speaker will 
be Galen Beach NBCR, Relief Reflexology who will share the science of 
Reflexology and provide a demonstration of how it is done. 

Youth Group 

Youth Group meets the second and fourth Sundays of each month from 

4:00 to 6:00 PM in the youth room. All youth in grades 7-12 are welcome to 

join! Youth Advisors, Bob Clay and Jess Dutille, really enjoy working with 

our amazing youth and are happy to answer any questions.  

Jessica A. Dutille  

Activities 

The First Friday Breakfast group will meet on January 3 at 8:30 AM.  Be-
cause the PSU Dining Hall is closed for Christmas break, we will meet at the 
Overflow Restaurant across from the PSU Skating facility in Plymouth.   
 
Dinner and a Show this month will be the ETC production of Annie  at the 
Silver Center on January 25 at 7:00 PM.  Dinner before the show will be at 
Thai Smile in Plymouth.  Please let Pete Holman know if you are joining the 
group for dinner.  (Phone: 802-223-8960 or 4parkside@gmail.com) 

 

And more Activities 

mailto:batrought@gmail.com
mailto:batrought@gmail.com
mailto:4parkside@gmail.com


 

 Before the Flood 

Sunday, January 12, 6:30 PM at the Flying Monkey 

The Pemi Climate Emergency Coalition (PCEC) invites the greater Plym-
outh/Pemi-Baker community to a community screening of “Before the 
Flood” on Sunday, January 12 at 6:30 PM at the Flying Monkey Movie 
House and Performance Center at 39 S. Main St, Plymouth. The 2016 Na-
tional Geographic film is narrated by actor Leonardo DiCaprio as he travels 
to sites around the globe to bring viewers in touch with the climate emer-

gency.  
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We are in the process of reimagining our mission and our vision. 

Our mission is essentially our purpose, and our vision is what it looks like 

when we are fulfilling our mission. These statements will help us make de-

cisions about the best use our budget, the justice issues we want to ad-

dress, and what our engagement with the wider community looks like.  
 

Thank you to all who have participated in the visioning sessions in 

the last month or so. Your conversations have been rich and full of mean-

ing. I am once again so very proud to be the minister of this Fellowship. 
 

 On Sunday, January 5, from 11:00 – 1:00, we will gather together 

as a community to help formulate our Starr King UU Fellowship mission 

statement. I expect this process will be engaging. I hope you can come. 

Childcare will be provided. Once we have formulated our new mission and 

vision statements, we will find it easier to articulate who we are and to 

make decisions about how we want to be. These statements will even 

make it easier for us to make decisions about how best to use our re-

sources. 
 

In early February the Mission/Vison Team will provide the mission 

and vision statements to the board and then to the wider Fellowship. We’ll 

celebrate by having a 40
th
 birthday party in March! 

 

 ~ Rev. Linda 

Community Power: What Could Community Choice 
Aggregation Look Like in our Region?  

January 6, 2020 at 6:00 PM 

Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  

In 2019, NH SB-286 was adopted. This bill offers a number of exciting en-
ergy possibilities for our region and our communities.  Henry Herndon of 
Clean Energy NH will offer an explanation of the enabling legislation and 
how it could be implemented locally. For example, New Hampshire com-
munities can cooperate on implementation, with the potential for cost-
savings, energy-efficiency, and development of local renewable energy 
sources. The NH Association of Counties states: “The services that coun-
ties and municipalities could provide include: the supply of electric power, 
demand-side management, conservation, meter reading, customer service, 

other related services and operation of energy efficiency and clean energy 
districts.” https://www.nhenergy.org/community-power-in-nh.html  

For more information contact: Henry Herndon henry@cleanenergynh.org  



 

Denominational Affairs 

 
1)  The UU General Assembly will be held in Providence, Rhode Island 
Wednesday,  June 24 to Sunday, June 28.  Adult full-time registration is 
$400 through March 15.  (After that it goes up!)  Our Endowment Committee 
has set aside $3500 for GA registrations.   They hope to get one of our 
youth to attend.  People who only want to go to see Rev. Linda obtaining 
her “Full Fellowship” handshake on the stage can do that on their own.  
There is no registration fee for that service.  
 

The UUA runs a “housing service” for local hotels.  It will go on-line on 
March 15.  Sharing rooms helps with that cost! 
 

A number of folks from the Fellowship have attended (and loved!) GA.  
Singing familiar hymns with 3000 or 4000 UUs is inspiring!  So are the many 
worship services, the in-depth discussions and watching UUs conduct the 
business of the Association with passion and care. 
 

If you are interested in attending, want to learn more, or would like to be one 
of our voting delegates, please see me. 
 
 
2)  At the present time our Fellowship is part of the Northern New England 
District.  It includes the UU Congregations in Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont.  The District Annual Meeting will be held at the Nashua UU 
Church on April 24 and 25, 2020.  A few years ago twelve of us attended!!   
 

This will be a very important meeting because we will be voting on whether 
to dissolve the NNED and join with the New England Region of UU Congre-
gations.  The Region has already been serving us.  (I am currently a mem-
ber of the Regional Advisory Committee.)  Paul Tierney and Nancy Chad-
dock have both served on the District Board and can tell you much more 
about why this is a necessary next step.  Paul Sawyer, a former member 
here (now minister at the Hartland, Vermont UU Church) has complied a 
great history of our District starting in 1793!  To read it, go to NNED and 
open their October newsletter. 
 
 
3)  NER - the New England Region - continues to host workshops in the 
greater New England area.  Kathy Kelsey and I attended one last year in 
Woodstock, Vermont and Barbara Spike and I spent a Saturday last month 
in Montpelier learning about Spiritual Leadership.  (I was a bit jealous of the 
Congregations who had six or eight members in attendance…)   
 

These workshops are a great way to meet and mingle with other UUs.  They 
will be holding two more workshops this spring, one on the meaning of Cov-
enanting and the other on Faithful Risking.  I hope to attend both and 
would LOVE to have others join me.  I will let you know when I have the 
dates and places. 
 
 
There’s a lot going on out there! 
 
Cindy Spring 

UUA General Assembly 

General Assembly is the annual gathering of Uni-

tarian Universalists, where we conduct business of 

the Association, explore the theological underpin-

nings of our faith, and lean fully into our mission 

and principles. Please join us Wednesday, June 24 

through Sunday, June 28, 2020 in Providence, 

Rhode Island for this 5-day immersive experience 

where we participate in inspirational worship services and informative work-

shops, reconvene with friends and colleagues, and explore our bustling 

exhibit hall. GA is an unforgettable experience for the thousands of UUs 

who attend. Meet us in Providence and you’ll leave with renewed energy 

and innovative ideas to share with your congregation and community-at-

large! 

The theme for General Assembly in June 2020 is Rooted, Inspired, & 

Ready! We are in touch with our theological roots, we are engaged in 

transforming our faith, and we are fired up to take action in the wider world. 

For all the details:  

https://www.uua.org/ga/congregations/promotional-resources 


