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The UU General Assembly this year will be 

online! Now at a reduced rate: $150.00 for a 

complete virtual experience. At this price, our 

Endowment Fund will be able to sponsor more 

people to attend.  

If you have already registered, you have some 

options – please go to UUA website and make your arrangements. If 

you haven’t please register online at UUA.org (put General Assembly 

in the search space) and then fill out a refund form at our Fellowship 

Website - (under members) 

Auction Postponed to early fall- 
 

   But we need “Black Gold now!! 
 

All that glistens is not gold— 
Often have you heard that told. 
 
Ours is black, and has been sold  
in years gone by as if true gold.  
 
It can be yours — a 2.5 cubic foot load 
First four to promise the flat bid—SOLD! 

 
Black Gold! $190/load. Four loads available to the first four respondents!   
 
Delivery by Paul Tierney, observing proper social distancing. 
 
Contact Janet at janetenglund76@gmail.com to reserve your Black Gold! 

New Members 

At our May 3 service we'll welcome new members Suellen Skinner, Jan 

Quintal, and Richard Odman. Though Richard signed the book in February 

we never officially welcomed him. 

Click here for New Member Bios 

http://UUA.org
mailto:janetenglund76@gmail.com
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Minister’s Newsletter, May 2020 

We stand on the threshold of a twilight - whether morning or evening we do 
not know. One is followed by night, the other heralds the dawn.  

~ Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Typically, in May, we’d be anticipating all that summer might bring - 
transitions from school to summer vacation, the Got Lunch outreach pro-
gram would be ramping up to start when school got out, we would be think-
ing about how we’d be holding our annual meeting mid-May - but every-
thing feels different now, I know. The Soul Matters theme for May is 
Thresholds. At first, the topic seemed awkward. Upon further reflection, it 
seemed perfect. We are waiting and we don’t know what’s next. It made me 
think of these words by Mahatma Gandhi, how we stand at the threshold of 
a twilight – whether morning or evening we do not know. We don’t know 
what is next for us, only that this too shall pass, that time will bring what it 
will bring. It is a time of loss and learning and I am reminded again of how 
deeply we care about one another. I’m proud to see how our Fellowship 
has worked with courage and compassion to stay connected. I am heart-
ened when I see you bring your cups of coffee and tea to Sunday services 
in your homes. Thank you for your words of encouragement and for being 
present with each other.  

I think our engagement in the last seven weeks is nothing short of 
remarkable. We have not missed a single Sunday service. Always, you 
show up and it does my heart good. We have held religious education for 
our kids every other Saturday. Vespers services continue on first Fridays. 
We are connecting through our Smooth Sunday teams and Soul Matters 
groups, Wise Women-In-Training, and the Men’s Group. Many of you are 
connecting directly with each other. Sarah Dan Jones offers us a Music 
Meditation on our Facebook page on weekday mornings. Your board has 
met and wrestled with what to do in the short and the long term. Committee 
Chairs have met to discuss how we might best serve our wider community. 
Budget and Finance continue to keep our institution financially sound. And 
so much more. We are even welcoming three new members. We have 
worked through these last weeks with compassion, clumsiness, celebration, 
frustration, grief, surprise, and much love. Thank you for your patience and 
perseverance. Clearly, we are in this together even while we are apart.  

We are on a threshold, we do not know what the future brings. We 
do not know when we can be together again in the same physical space. 
We do not know if the coming months will take us over the threshold into 
the light, a dawn, or if we will go into the darkness of more difficulty. In truth, 
it might be both. Summer will come. The flowers are already beginning to 
bloom. We have every reason to trust each other and the strength of our 
faith community. 

My ask of you right now is that you stay connected. Please check 
emails from our Fellowship. Please check the webpage and our Facebook 
page so that you can remain informed about what we are offering and any 
changes made to our scheduled offerings. And most of all, be gentle with 
yourself and with others. We are all in a tender place right now, the space 
between courage and patience and fear and frustration is very thin right 
now. May you find peace and know that you are worthy of good things to 
come. All shall be well.  

 

In Faith and Love, 

Rev. Linda 



 

Sunday Morning Services  9:30 AM  

LIVE STREEM via ZOOM   https://zoom.us/j/567620881 

 
May 3  Voices from the Inside     
 Rev. Linda Barnes 
On this Sunday, we’ll take a step inside one another’s lives for just a bit. 
Join us as we hear stories, speak of the reality of our days, and find hope in 
the lives we now create. We will hold a New Members ceremony as well. 
Join us as we welcome the newest members to the Starr King UU 
Fellowship family! 
 
May 10  Mothering and Mentoring            
 Pulpit Guest Dr. Susan Scrimshaw 
Our maternal relationships are complex whether our mothers are long gone 
or very present in our lives. For many, mothering is both wonderful and 
challenging, while others miss the children they lost or never had. Both men 
and women can find joy in mentoring, teaching and nourishing children in 
our communities. Join us as we explore the many facets of mothering and 
mentoring which are more complex than ever in this time of staying home. 
 
May 17  Blessings from the Animals and Blessings on the Animals  
 Rev. Linda Barnes 
Lessons on compassion and living in the moment are the gift of our 
companion animals and the living world around us. Join us as we lighten our 
hearts with a service that takes a page from our animal kin. Curl-up with 
your cat, perch with your bird, drag in the dog, or hold fondly the memory of 
a beloved animal, as we share a service that offers blessings and gratitude 
for pets, present and past. Please send us a picture of your pet/s so we can 
show one another the creatures with whom we share our lives.   
 
May 24  Love Lives On, Even in the Brokenness   
 Rev. Linda Barnes 
On this Memorial Day weekend, many of us were planning to take a 
vacation, celebrate graduations, transition to beloved summer activities, or 
attend weddings. Although nearly all our plans are changed, summer is still 
coming. Join us as we use Memorial Day to recognize our collective love 
and loss. While grief is the price we pay for love, love lives on and summer 
will come.  
 
May 31  Yet to Be Determined        
 Rev. Linda Barnes  
Due to the nature of the Covid-19 pandemic and our social isolation, I 
struggle to offer a service description, four weeks out, that feels right. I know 
you’ll understand. Stay tuned, no doubt just the right topic will become clear 
as this date draws near. I love you. I miss you. And everything will be 
alright. All shall be well.  Rev. Linda  
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Update on Annual Meeting 
 
Since March, Starr King has had to make many unexpected adjustments. 
We have responded with a great deal of flexibility and good cheer. Thank 
you! 
 
Annual meeting will also be different this year. On June 14

th
 we will elec-

tronically vote in our slate of nominees. Watch for more detailed infor-
mation and bios in the next few weeks. 
 
In September, we will convene, perhaps face to face, to conduct the rest 
of the annual meeting: discuss and vote on the budget as well as any war-
rant articles or other business. Also, we will discuss and vote on our new 
Mission and Vision statement! 
 
In great appreciation for your continued understanding and flexibility, 
 
Starr King UU Fellowship Governing Board 



Letter from the President 
 
 

In March, the Board announced that the Annual Meeting would be post-

poned from May 17 to September 20, 2020 due to social distancing issues 

mandated by the Corona Virus pandemic.  This is still the plan.  However, 

we have decided to vote electronically on June 14 for the slate of nominees 

presented by the Nominating Committee.  This will allow the new Board to 

move forward into our next Fellowship year.  More details will follow.  We 

are grateful for your patience and understanding as we navigate the un-

known.   
 
Thank you to our members and friends for your understanding and for your 
participation in the many Zoom meetings and online Sunday and Vesper 
services that are being held at Starr King in order to maintain our connec-
tions.  We appreciate the leaders who are making this possible.  It’s not the 
same as seeing each other in person, but it sure feels good to see and hear 
from each other electronically.  Please go on our website and consult our 
Zoom calendar so that you, too, can stay connected.  If you have any prob-
lem getting onto a meeting, Mary Crowell and Sandy Mucci are ready to 
assist you.  There’s a fun Kids Page full of activities for our little ones.  You 
will also see a COVID page with information and ways to ask for help or of-
fer assistance.  If you have a special need, please contact our minister, the 
Rev. Linda Barnes.  If you have a question, comment, or suggestion, please 
contact any Board member.  We are all here to help.   
 

“Lack of comfort means we are on the threshold of new insights.” 
     Lawrence Krauss 
 
May we learn from this pandemic and come out of this time of uncertainty 
with new insights.  Take good care.  Deedie 
 
 
 

Board Meeting Notes 4/21/20 
 

 

 Congratulated Stewardship on the best Pledge Drive ever! 

 Announced $1900 collected for Got Lunch special collection.   

 $600 donated for collection plate since online services started. 

 Donate button online is working!  Appreciation expressed for our Fellow-
ship’s generosity. 

 Reviewed current budget and forecast for next year. 

 Applauded Janet’s quick response in securing a loan from the Payroll 
Protection Program to pay salaries through June.   

 No auction this year means loss of at least $12,000. 

 Discussed plans for how to proceed after crisis eases.  Looking for guid-
ance from UUA and others. 

 Applauded work by Linda, Sarah Dan, Kathy, and Ian on services. 

 Recognized Ruby Weldon, Nancy Dowey and others for organizing and 
executing children’s Saturday services. 

 Recognized Zoom meeting leaders. 

 Discussed how best to conduct Annual Meeting in September. 

 Shared ways to provide Board leadership and presence. 

 Identified those deserving thank you notes. 

 Reported boiler failure and plans to allow contractors into building to 
determine replacement boiler and size of solar array. 

 Plans to paint sanctuary using Jules Doner Sanctuary Fund. 

 Looking for leader for By-laws Revision Task Force. 

 Announced GA online and funds for Zoom participation. 

 Smooth Sunday leaders form a “Caring Connection.” 

Back to Home Page 
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May Outreach:   

Dear Friends,  

These are indeed challenging times and those of us who live in safe hous-
ing with food in our cupboards have much to be grateful for.  This month we 
will again reach out, as we are able, to support those in New Hampshire 
who live with food insecurity.  The dollars we give will go to the New Hamp-
shire Food Bank. 

The NH Food Bank works with 425 partner agencies in NH, including our 
own Got Lunch-Plymouth (our April recipient) and the Plymouth Area Com-
munity Closet.  They annually supply millions of pounds of food to their 
partners;  this year promises to significantly surpass their previous levels of 
need.   

According to their website: 
      $30 donation = 60 meals 
      $50 donation = 100 meals 
      $100 donation = 200 meals 
The need will be great, and your donation will be a life-sustaining gift.  Our 
‘official’ collection will be on Sunday, May 17 – but you are welcome to do-
nate at your convenience any time in May, by using the donate button on 
Starr King’s website or by mail to Starr King UU Fellowship, PO Box 337, 
Plymouth 03264. 

Gratefully, 
Kathy Hillier and Mimi Ford, Outreach Coordinators  

   

The Outreach Collection for April was our “Got Lunch” Program which 

provides food for school children over the summer.  Given the current situa-

tion, the food is needed now and this summer.  I’m delighted to say that, as 

of April 26, we have given $2,720.00 toward this important work.  You can 

add to this total by sending a check to the Fellowship with “Got Lunch” on 

the memo line or by clicking the donation button on our web site.  Thanks 

for your generosity! 

Sunday collections from the Starr King website. 
 
We are so grateful to all of you who are using the 
donate button on the Starr King Fellowship website 
for the Sunday electronic collections. In April, 40 
members and friends donated more than $2,700 in 
support of both the Fellowship and the Special Col-
lection for Got Lunch. 
 
This month, our Special Collection is supporting the New Hampshire 
Food Bank, an organization whose food supplies are being counted on 
by many more clients due to the current unemployment surge. 
 
The Donate Here button on the website is found at the top right of the Starr 
King UU Fellowship page.  It is very simple to use, and only requires 
you to register the first time you use the online donate form.  After your reg-
istration is submitted, you will receive a welcome email from Simple Church 
Giving, which also includes a link to our donation page. You are also able to 
donate directly from the Simple Church app that many of you have on your 
smart phones. 
 
The donation page form allows you to select the amount you wish to deposit 
into our virtual collection bowl, and to designate if you would like it to be a 
recurring donation, or not. 
The funds you designate can be drawn from your bank account, or from a 
credit card account. Either way, please consider helping to cover the cost of 
processing electronic donations by clicking on the "Convenience Fee" box 
when submitting your donation.   

 

https://www.starrkingfellowship.org/donations
https://www.starrkingfellowship.org
https://www.starrkingfellowship.org


 

From your Community Minister 

Dear Starr King congregation, 

I have been working with UUActionNH on the national UU 
the Vote campaign.  Here in New Hampshire we are working 
with Granite State Organizing Project (GSOP), a faith based 
group, on getting 100% of UUs in NH registered and voting in our elections.  
Most UUs assume we are all registered and vote in all elections but, in truth, 
we are not 100%.  In order for Starr King to participate in this effort, the 
church would send a list of only people’s names and towns of residence to 
GSOP.  They have access to a voter registration list and would give us a list 
of those who are NOT registered.  This information will be held in confi-
dence and only shared with a few who would then contact those people and 
help them get registered during this time of town offices being closed.  If you 
have moved or recently turned 18, please register now and if you have any 
problems, let me know. 
 
I am including here a paragraph from last month’s newsletter: 

The New Hampshire legislature currently plans to reconvene in May, and 
some committees are already meeting virtually.  While you’re at home won-
dering what to do, you can call, email or write a letter to you state Repre-
sentatives and your Senator about bills they will be voting on that are im-
portant to you. If you are not already on UUActionNH’s email list you can 
sign up on our website www.uuactionnh.org   We will have information on 
legislative activity coming up on issues we support.  Our legislators need to 
hear from us, their constituents.  They do listen.  Another good source for 
information about New Hampshire bills is put out each Friday by the NH 
Quaker organization, AFSC.  You can sign up here.         https://
www.afsc.org/action/nh-state-house-watch 

During this time of physical distancing, I hope you are reaching out to those 

you love in other ways.  Family zoom calls are an amazing way to do this.  

Namaste, 

Emily 

Back to Home Page 
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Soundbites 

A Virtual Association of Congregations. 
 
April is the month where the UUA Board gathers in person in Boston to con-
duct the business of the Association and prepare for General Assembly.  As 
with most gatherings, this year’s meeting was via Zoom, and it went off pret-
ty well.  Of course, there were changes in the schedule to accommodate the 
members who live in differing time zones.  We weren’t able to share meals 
together, and our side conversations during breaks were relegated to texts 

and chat boxes.  Some of our members are more technologically savvy 
while others are a bit slower to the requested tasks.  But we met successful-
ly over the course of two days, regardless of the challenges. 
 
We talked in broad terms of how the UUA, and we as it’s Board, would be 
able to carry out this  feat for General Assembly in June.  A meeting of 20-
30 people is one thing, but 2000-3000? It seems daunting.  The UUA has a 
fabulous staff, all of whom are working hard to offer programming, worship, 
and meaningful content while negotiating the world of virtual gather-
ings.  There will be an increase in the Information Technology (IT) staff, and 
pre recorded sessions that can be offered perhaps multiple times during the 
week to accommodate as many folks as possible. Business sessions will be 
pared down to handle what is required, and little else.  Breakout spaces will 
be created for affinity groups, such as Religious Professionals of Color, 
youth, young adults, and other “identities “.   
 
As scary as that all seems to me, it also is open to much possibility. For 
Starr King, we will be able to “send” more folks with the online pricing, and 
should be able to have our full compliment of delegates.  GA will be so 
much more accessible to so many folks from varying abilities and 
needs.  The planet will breathe easier with halted travel and uses of natural 

resources. 
 
And yet, I won’t be able to hug my friends and colleagues.  The Service of 
the Living Tradition, where Rev Linda will “walk” across the stage in final 
fellowship, will happen online and our cheers of support will have to happen 
in our own spaces.  The thrill of singing hymns with thousands of other UU’s 
will not echo as keenly in our living rooms. This is my fourth and final year 
serving on the UUA Board, and my transition will be a slide of thanks wit-
nessed among my wife and doggie.  
 
This fills me with much gratitude, grace and sadness.  And, I know that 
these changes pale in comparison to the loss of life among us, and the dis-
proportionate devastation among the Black and Brown communities across 
our country.  The social justice work needed will not stop because we can’t 
gather in person, and is more necessary than ever.  So, I 
hope many of you join me at General Assembly this year, 
and we’ll turn our own spaces into a virtual convention 
center of holy change! 

Peace, 
Sarah Dan 

Back to Home Page 

Auction Postponed to early fall! 
 
The Wizard of Oz themed auction, “There’s no place like home,”  has been 
postponed until the fall.  At that time, we should all be celebrating returning 
to Starr King Fellowship—our true spiritual home!   
 
The Donation Forms on the website are still open for donating items and 

dinners and experiences.  We are hoping that many of you now will have 

the extra time to be creative with your ideas, your craft projects and your 

exquisite finds to donate, as you clean out your houses during this unprec-

edented home-bound time. For more ideas, click here.   

https://www.starrkingfellowship.org/springauction
https://www.starrkingfellowship.org/auction-donation-ideas
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Hannaford Cards 

Sorry to announce the purchase of Hannaford cards will remain unavailable 
until Starr King can return to normal operations. This is not anticipated soon 
and we will notify you when available.  

 Calendar Connections for May 2020 
Interfaith:  
        Beltane (Wiccan) - May 1  
        Ramadan (Islam) - April 23 
        Eid al Fitr (Islam) - May 23-24  
        Shavuot (Jewish) - May 28-30  
 
Unitarian Universalist: 
      Anniversary of William Ellery Channing's Sermon, "Unitarian Christian 

  ity" - May 5, 1819 
      UUA Founding Day (1961) - May 12 
      Emerson's birthday - May 25 (1803) 
      American Unitarian Association founded May 25 (1825) 
 
National & Cultural: 
        Jewish American Heritage Month 
        Asian/ Pacific American Heritage Month 
        May Day/International Workers Day - May 1  
       Cinco de Mayo - May 5 
        Mother's Day (US & Canada) - May 10 
        First HIV/AIDS death in North America - May 15 (1969) 
        Memorial Day (US) - May 25 
 
Social Justice Thresholds: 
       Freedom Fights begin ride against segregation in the South - May 4, 

 1961 
       National Women’s Suffrage Association founded - May 15, 1869 
       Brown v. Topeka Board of Education Decision ruling that separate is 

 not equal - May 17, 1954 
       Debut of “Rosie the Riveter” famous picture by Norman Rockwell, ap

 pears on the cover of Saturday Evening Post - May 29, 1943 
 
For Fun and On the Fringe: 
       World Press Freedom Day - May 3 
       Star Wars Day - May 4 
       World Laughter Day - First Sunday in May 

The Soul Matters theme for May, Thresholds, can be likened to the meta-

phor of doors, serving to protect us at times and to be welcoming at times.  

Our doors are protecting us during this time of self-quarantine and welcom-

ing fresh spring air when opened.  Another way to think of thresholds is tran-

sitions, a time of change and moving on. So many transitions are happening 

outside with the warmer weather and we usually celebrate transitions during 

May and June, such as “ending” the church year, honoring our children and 

youth and recognizing volunteers.  The transitions associated with school 

year endings (concerts, recitals, promotions, proms, class trips, graduations, 

etc.) are absent from our calendars but still emotionally present.  These cal-

endar connections, from the religious education packet for May, are exam-

ples of more thresholds or transitions.   

Are you experiencing transitions at this time?  What about doors-are they 

open or closed for you?  As challenging as this time is for many of us, cele-

brate your transitions creatively and enjoy them. Make it a wonderful time to 

read, watch movies, play games, and discuss with your family the transi-

tions you have.   



 

Conversations with the Board 

Starting in May, on the first and third Mondays of the month there will be the 
opportunity to connect with the Board as, even though we aren't meeting in 
person, much is going on at Starr King Fellowship.  

Join some board members to hear any updates, ask questions of what is 
happening and connect with one another. We will meet via Zoom at 7:00 
PM.  

We miss you!!  One of our Hymnal Readings begins “We need one anoth-
er…”  That is true even in this time of socially distancing - perhaps especial-
ly in this time…  You can call Sandy Mucci or Mary Crowell if you need help 
“connecting”. The zoom link will be in the View the week before the meeting. 
We look forward to seeing you and can’t wait until we can get back into our 
beloved Fellowship building. 

Back to Home Page 

Send Pictures!  
 
Let us see you in your native habitat. Give us a glimpse of what you are 
doing and where you are spending your days. Send pictures (digitally) 
and we’ll use them in our Sunday services so that we can see each oth-
er. Send them by Thursdays at 5:00 pm to Suzan Gannett 
at  suzangannett@ymail.com. She’ll put them into a regular slide show 
for Sunday mornings. Please send them every week until we’re able to 
be safely together again. 

Music Meditation with Sarah Dan daily at 9:00 AM Join Sarah Dan 

for a live weekday music meditation on our Starr King FaceBook page. 

You do not need a FaceBook account to view. Simply go to our web 

page at https://www.starrkingfellowship.org/ and click on the FaceBook 

Icon in the top menu bar. It's also recorded. If you're busy at 9:00 you 

can click in any time later. 

 

 

Youth Group - Sundays at 4:00 PM via Zoom : https://

plymouthstate.zoom.us/j/945531688  

 

Coffee & Conversation with Sandy - Tuesdays 9:15 AM via Zoom 

                      https://zoom.us/j/658840610 

 

Lunch with Rev. Linda -  Fridays 12:00 Noon 

                     https://zoom.us/j/736578465 

 

VESPER'S SERVICE - via Live Stream - Friday May 1 at 6:00 PM 

 

Yoga Classes via ZOOM! Hello Friends, Our gentle yoga classes have 

been meeting online via Zoom. Classes take place on Wednesday, 5 – 

6 pm and Saturday, 8:30 – 9:30 am. If you want to sample a class, or 

have any questions, contact Darlene directly at dncoach@yahoo.com or 

603-493-1478. 

mailto:suzangannett@ymail.com
https://starrkingfellowship.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1325aa73258960af569b431c3&id=e20a2cb90b&e=f85c7b374b
https://plymouthstate.zoom.us/j/945531688
https://plymouthstate.zoom.us/j/945531688
https://starrkingfellowship.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1325aa73258960af569b431c3&id=a6f2b504c0&e=f85c7b374b
https://starrkingfellowship.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1325aa73258960af569b431c3&id=84e9cc7ea7&e=f85c7b374b
mailto:dncoach@yahoo.com
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Online Member/Friend Directory 

Need to reach your Starr King Friends?  All members and ac-

tive friends have access to our online directory. The link is on 

the Member menu item of the starrkingfellowship.org web 

page or you can simply go to the url 

skuuf.simplechurchcrm.com. Your username is your first name 

and last name separated with a period such as mickey.mouse.   If you have 

never logged in before, simply click on Forgot Password and one will be 

emailed to you.  If you like using your mobile device, you can download the 

app for Simple Church.  To setup, type in the domain name “skuuf”.  

Here’s what you can do there: 

Change your contact information 

Find contact information of SKUUF members 

See what groups you belong to (e.g. Soul Matters,  Smooth Sundays) 

Questions? Contact kmkelsey@gmail.com. 

 More Thoughts on “Black Lives Matter” 
 
Like the rest of you, I have been sheltering in my warm home with plenty to 
eat and fun things to do.  As I read, puzzle and Zoom,  I can’t help thinking 
about our sisters and brothers of color and how, for many of them, this isn’t 
true. 
 
Here are some more quotes from  books in our Social Justice Library: 
 
From Towards the Other America by Chris Crass, U. U. Social Activist 
 
“The heart of Black Lives Matter is not a fight over whose lives matter more.  
It is a fight to end institutionalized premature death in the Black community.  
Premature death because of institutional racism in housing, healthcare, 
jobs, education, the criminal justice system, and so on.  And premature 
death in acts of relentless and heart breaking racist violence. 
 
Our key objective is to bring people together across divisions of race, class, 
gender, sexuality, ability, citizenship and age so that we can see and affirm 
one another’s humanity.  From that place of connection, we can more 
powerfully work for an agenda of collective liberation—an agenda that seeks 
economic, racial, gender, disability, environmental and social justice for all.  
This is a vision we won’t fully realize, but a vision to help us fight against the 
nightmare of current injustice and help bring these dreams more and more 
into existence.” 
 
And from My Grandmother’s Hands by Resmaa Menakem 
 
On white privilege - “The presence of these privileges in your life—and of 
white-body supremacy in general—is not benign.  It’s your responsibility not 
merely to enjoy these privileges, but to share them with others—and ulti-
mately, with everyone.” 
 
“At its best, activism is a form of healing.  Activism is not just about what we 
do;  it is also about who we are and how we show up in the world.  It is 
about learning and expressing regard, compassion and love—for ourselves 
and for our fellow human beings.” 
 
Once we are back in our beloved building, I hope you will make use of the 
Library.  Learning about the issues is an important beginning to moving to-
ward a more just world. 
 
Cindy Spring 

https://www.starrkingfellowship.org/member-links
http://skuuf.simplechurchcrm.com
mailto:kmkelsey@gmail.com


SKUUF Morning Men 

The Monday Morning Men’s Meetups will continue via Zoom on the first 

and third Mondays of May—May 4 and May 18—from 10:00 AM to 12:00 

noon. 
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Youth Group 

During this period of social distancing, the Starr King UU Youth Group will 
be meeting every Sunday at 4:00 pm via Zoom. https://
plymouthstate.zoom.us/j/945531688. Bob Clay and Jess Dutille facilitate 
conversation and online games and are eager to support our youth during 
this challenging time.  
 

Jessica A. Dutille  

Activities 

During the month of April, all Activities Committee events were cancelled 
due to the Covid-19 virus.  At this point, the Committee is not planning any 
events for May either.  We hope that we can begin planning new events in 

late August once things return to semi-normal. 

 
Pete Holman 

 

Wise Women, May 2020 

Wise Women is a study group for older women which pre-COVID19 met the 
second and fourth Wednesday each month (10:30 to noon) in the Sanctuary 
to discuss topics of interest to members. However, we now meet the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday (May 13 and 27) by Zoom. If you need help with 
Zoom please contact Sandy Mucci smucci@kw.com or Mary Crowell mary-
crowell21@gmail.com ahead of meeting to discuss you needs. 

 Conversations are organized by Kathy Kelsey and Cindy Spring and last 
for about 1 hour.  On May 13 we will be updating each other on our Quaran-
tine activities by sharing best books we have read, best movies watched 
and TV shows, etc.   It is important that we help each other perhaps more 
over the next few months, as our age group will stay targeted for ongoing 
quarantine during local, state and the country’s opening. 

Obviously, this is because our age group tends to get sicker and uses more 
hospital resources once the Covid 19 attacks. Given our many varying cir-
cumstances this may bring even more challenges as the Summer ap-
proaches.  

We are looking for some suggestions for May 27. Please email if you have 
suggestions.  

Zoom connections will be mailed a few days before our meetings.  If you 
want to be placed on mailing list please contact Betty Ann Trought at ba-
trought@gmail.com.   

Starr King Book Group -  

The next meeting, and it will be a Zoom meeting, is scheduled for May 5 at 

3:00 PM. This means even if you’re not in the neighborhood you can still 

attend. Contact Ed VanDorn for more information. The selected book is 

The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World about the 

meeting between the Dali Lama and Desmond Tutu.   " Nobel Peace Prize 

Laureates His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

have survived more than fifty years of exile and the soul-crushing violence 

of oppression. Despite their hardships—or, as they would say, because of 

them—they are two of the most joyful people on the planet." Read more 

here -   https://www.amazon.com/Book-Joy-Lasting-Happiness-Changing/

dp/0399185046   

https://plymouthstate.zoom.us/j/945531688
https://plymouthstate.zoom.us/j/945531688
mailto:smucci@kw.com
mailto:marycrowell21@gmail.com
mailto:marycrowell21@gmail.com
mailto:batrought@gmail.com
mailto:batrought@gmail.com
https://starrkingfellowship.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1325aa73258960af569b431c3&id=7b20ad961e&e=f85c7b374b
https://starrkingfellowship.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1325aa73258960af569b431c3&id=7b20ad961e&e=f85c7b374b
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New Member Bios 
 
From Suellen Skinner 
I was born in Washington, DC to parents both trained as church profession-
als. My dad was a Chaplain in the Air Force, and my mother was a Christian 
educator, both from generations of pastors. I discovered I was Presbyterian 
when I was 12 (rather than simply Protestant) and have been active in church 
life my whole life. 
 
I moved regularly as a child (military) and when I finished college and got 
married I moved to the Washington DC area (still moving regularly). After 8 
years of being an at home mother, I went to work at the US Geological Sur-
vey where I remained until I answered the call to seminary in 2004. When I 
finished, I moved to Zanesville, Ohio and served as pastor at a small Presby-
terian church there. 
 
The time came to retire and I moved to Campton to join my daughter and her 
husband to work on their sustainable farm, regenerating the soil and building 
a resilient food economy in the Plymouth area. I am the family chicken tender 
and general farmhand, the farm's connection with Local Foods Plymouth and 
G'ma to Reed and Daniel. 
 
Hobbies & Interests: Knitting, farming, music, and community building. 
 

From Richard Odman 
I started out the son of fanatical fundamentalist missionaries in Haiti. Child-
hood memories include speaking creole, sleeping under mosquito netting, 
eating mangos, rapadou, papaya and sugarcane, jeep rides through rivers, 
playing marbles, flying kites and attending tabernacle services. We moved to 
Sacramento and then Philadelphia when I was ten years old. After graduating 
from college and seminary, I said a respectful “Goodbye” to Jesus and jour-
neyed on to become a reticent son of the seemingly horrific, Hindu consort: 
Kali.  
 
I turned from converting the “lost” to the farming of teenagers for thirty-five 
years at Northfield Mt Hermon School in Massachusetts. While Farm Manag-
er there, my lessons blurred the line between work and play, and encouraged 
usefulness, shunning uselessness. These lessons occurred in the context of 
apples, cider, raspberries, maple syrup, lavender, Jersey cows, Belgian draft 
horses and vegetables. I fathered two dear children: Heather 
and Matthew. Memories with them include crashing into the side of the barn 
and vole baiting in the orchard on Thanksgiving mornings. 
 
In January 2018, I came up to Star King UU from my home in Northfield, 
Massachusetts to attend Walt Mayshark’s memorial service. Walt’s grandchil-
dren had attended NMH School and her daughter, Mary, was a friend and 
raw milk customer. It was at this service that I took notice of an attractive 
woman: Danni Simon. One month later, I returned to Starr King, hoping 
Danni just might be in attendance. She was, and now not only am I also in 
attendance, but we tend to each other. After forty-five years away from an 
institutional church, I am delighted to be a part of this inquisitive, embracing, 
socially active, fun-loving, spiritual community.  
 

From Jan Quintal  
I am the third oldest of seven children. My Dad for most of his career 
taught  auto body at a Vocational Technical School and my Mom was home 
working tirelessly until we all left. It was not easy for them because 
they  married right after WWII and my Dad had seen a lot of action in the Pa-
cific and was not the same. They were 20 years old. But eventually things got 
better for them by the time we moved to North Salem, New Hampshire which 
is where I grew up. I attended Catholic schools from Third to Twelfth grade 
and only had one lay teacher all those years. I was taught by the Sister of 
Notre Dame who provided me with a great education but a lot of doubt about 
organized religion. We went to Church every Sunday and of course in school.  
I went off to the Unversity of New Hampshire and graduated with a degree in 
Psychology and then on to the University of Detroit where I earned a PhD in 
Clinical Psychology. 
 
When we moved to Campton, I had two small children and discovered this 
was a great place to raise them. I initially found SKUUF in its infancy and en-
joyed this community but my life changed and SKUUF was changing in ways 
that I found difficult to accept due to my earlier experience with organized 
religion. I hope I am finally evolving out of this fear and thus returning to this 
wonderful community. 
 
My two children and two grandsons are the lights of my life. I love to hike and 
cross-country ski and enjoy nature.  
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Do You Wish You Could  

See a Service You Missed? 

Did you know that most Sunday Services are recorded and posted to 

Vimeo - a cloud-based video platform similar to YouTube?  You can view 

any past service by navigating to our home 

page www.starrkingfellowship.org and scrolling down to the section called 

"Sundays at Starr King."  You can see the most recent Sunday or any past 

services. The recent Spiritual Journey service was especially soulful and 

well worth a view. 

 
About Membership in  

Starr King Unitarian Universalist Fellowship  
 

What it Means to be a Member 

Membership is open to all individuals sixteen years and older regardless of 

race, creed, national origin, gender or sexual orientation who are in harmo-

ny with the visions, goals and principles of Starr King Unitarian Universalist 

Fellowship. 

You are invited to become a member by participating in a Path to Member-

ship orientation or by meeting with the Minister to review the benefits and 

responsibilities of membership. All new members sign the official Member-

ship Record book witnessed by the Minister or a Membership Committee 

Chair. 

Members are entitled to the services of the Minister and the use of the sanc-

tuary for Rites of Passage (weddings, dedications, memorial services, etc.) 

at no cost. Members are eligible to serve in elected officer positions and 

serve as committee chairs. Members have the privilege of full voting rights. 

Membership is maintained by active participation in the Fellowship, by sup-

porting the annual Stewardship Drive and/or contributing service toward the 

Fellowship. 

What it Means to be a Friend 

A Friend of Starr King UU Fellowship is an individual in harmony with the 

visions, goals and principles of  our Fellowship who chooses not to sign the 

Membership Record Book. A Friend may participate in any and all Fellow-

ship activities but does not receive Rites of Passage services without a fee, 

is not eligible to vote or serve as an elected officer or committee chair. 

http://www.starrkingfellowship.org

